By IONE GEIER

Tn more than half of all American families, both-spouses work. Usually,
the-husband goes off to one job and the wife to another. But in some hotise--
holds, husbands and wives work together, sharing (zar‘ee*r hours as well as

personal time.

Couplés working together are nothing new in the United States The na-
tion has a long history of husbands and wives splitting chores on family
tarms and in small stores and restaurants.

Mom-and-pop enterprises of this type are deereasing due to advance-
ments it farm techuology and the growth of chain stores and Iast-food fran-
chises. Today, couples who work together usually choose other ways of
sharing careers:

For the Rev, Myrm Kysar and the Rev, Hobert Kysar, Vs serving as co-
pastors.of Christ United Lutheran Church, a-congregation of almost 1,000
mernbers i novthern ﬁezfimyiiiiﬁ County,

Being togetnér 24 hours a'day has its hazards, Bo much closeness can re-
sult in a loss of identity or a spillover of professionsl matters into personal
ife However, the Kysars say they have found tremendous sansfactmn ina
totalsharing of b{)ﬁi personal hours and pagmrai responsibilities.

Their f:{mgregaiwn is izmque in that it has churches in four localities —
Lavelle, Gordon, Girardville and the Ashland area. Until the arrival of the
Kysars, most of the parishioners had never seen a4 woman minister, much
Yesi a-clerical couplel Dublous at first, now the'congregation looks more fa»
wirably-upon the ea»pagmrs who are-alse-husband and wife.

Tomany parishioners, the Kysam aré‘Pastor Bob! and “Pastor
Myrna''. This informal but respectful manner of addressing the eouple
aplves the pmbiem of distinguishing between two ministers with the same

last name,

“When we first came here, members of the congregation tended to think
of me as the main minister and Myrna as the minister’s wife,” Pastor Bob
‘sayy. “Now they have become accustomed to the fact that I teach one daya
week 4t Geizyg%urg Qﬁﬁege andam m}l slways amzlaiﬁ& Myrna is ﬁw il
time minigter”

Pﬁyéhak}gm{s agree that the best working relatiouships between couples
are those in which the pariners contribute equally but in different ways. An.
elficientor fg{muer Pastor Myrni usually handles administrative duties,
Her hisband, who is more exiroverted and an effective group ieaéer ot
‘centrates his talents oradult and youth study groups.

Mm%t all decisions converning the church matiers are m&ﬁﬁ* wmtiy
Even the Eiyaar% sermons are cooperative eiforts.

| range vacations together
they made sure they would have time off together,

Farly in the week, mw rember of the clerical ieam typesout a fzrési' .
“draft, Then both pasiors make revisions. By the following Sunday, they have
;;m{iwﬁé two sermons on the same theme and wnh the same me&ssage but
Wr;{tuz fmm different ??rﬁpﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂ%&

The Kysars collaborated in much the kﬁ&l‘né’ wzzfg when they %mm “The

Asundered Biblical Teachings on Dive and Remarriage”, a book sob

lighed by Join Roox Press, ?‘{mmf Hob s also the author of three books on
e oo o £ﬁ§m, ' -

Uneolih dang%m inavouple working tf}gmh@r is the mmpetstmn ins
volved in sueh un arvangement. Inevitably, there are situations in which one
variner takes on more res,pm&zmmg or me:m%a, mioke recognition than the-
other,

The Hyaars say t?zai a iraﬁ%: discussion of their feelings is the best way to
handle such problems. ,uetimg of some.of their (‘ﬁmpeutweness o the
- lennis e{mrm also heips, amﬁrﬁmg to Pastor Myrna;

; Jmaﬁh@r dng&r of working mge/ther is the constant femptation to make

every waking morment of the day a'staff meeting, Even washing dishes can’
" heeome an oceasion on which to talk shop. In an effort to solve the problem,

the Kysars made a pact banning all discussion of parish affairs on their day
_off but they admit that the pact is often broken.

Oneof the activities they enjoy on days off 15 riding their motoreycles.
W s A Eaal paete thavra araiales times when they ise.the brieht red

e Kysars accepted their present post,

T%w Revs. Robert and Myrna Kysar, above, husband-
and-wife pastors at Christ United Lutheran Church in

northern Schuylkill County, use their bright red motorcy-
cleg (complets wzih clergy insignia on their helmets) for
parish business as well as for pleasure.
they meet for work at the altar.
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